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What Are Synthetic Drugs?

Synthetic drugs are made by
common, easily attainable man-
made  chemicals to mimic the
effects of illicit drugs.

The specific type and quantity of
the chemicals in any of these pills or
packages are completely unregulated.

Not knowing what specific chemi-
cals are in the drugs you may OD on,
will make it extremely difficult for the
ER doctor to treat you.
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The actual contents of
any of these pills or pack-
ages is completely unpre-
dictable and dosages
completely uncontrolled.
Even the people selling
them do not know what
the chemicals are.

The media has been calling them ‘Designer Drugs’ because as soon
as an existing drug is made illegal, rogue chemists will ‘design’ a new
molecular structure to come up with a ‘legal’ form of the drugs.

Designer Drugs
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The endless creation of

Law enforcement and legislators have been hurrying to ban these sub-
stances. However, manufacturers can alter the chemical compounds in numer-
ous ways to skirt existing drug laws, putting them on the market faster than
they can be banned.

Drug Enforcement Administration Special Agent Jeffrey Scott, who works
in the agency's public affairs sector in Washington, D.C., explained that these
synthetic drugs are not only difficult to regulate, but hard for authorities to iden-
tity.

"If I don't know as an investigator what's in those packets, how can anyone
just buying them off the street or in those stores have any hope to know what's
inside of them - much less what it's going to do to them?" he noted.



Though these drugs have highly unpredictable effects such as hal-
lucinations, strokes, premature aging, seizures, permanent brain dam-
age, and death — they may be purchased some convenient stores.

Toxic chemicals are being marketed to children.
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Sprayed with psychotropic chemicals, this herbal and spice mixture is

claimed to provide users with an elevated, meditative state, similar to the ef-

fect found with marijuana use.  However, instead of the alleged mellow ef-

fects sought by its users, the statistics show high reports of heightened blood

pressure, high levels of anxiety, seizures, nausea, severe agitation, and hallu-

cinations.   

In plain language: it’s dangerous!

RIGHT:  Texas teenager, 17-year-old Emily Bauer smoked a substance

sold as synthetic marijuana, commonly labeled as ‘Spice.”  Emily had a series

of strokes that left her violently psychotic.  Days later, swelling in her brain

nearly killed her, leaving her blind and disabled.

Synthetic Marijuana 
50



51



Popular, especially to young people, because it can easily be bought
from convenience stores and over the internet.  Using synthetic co-
caine can be very dangerous.  Moreover, this is very affordable in com-
parison to real cocaine and it cannot be detected by regular drug tests.
Some of the effects include increased blood pressure and heart rate,
aggregation, paranoia, hallucinations, severe depression, and psy-
chosis. 

Synthetic Cocaine
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More than 82% of
seized cocaine in the U.S. is
now cut with lavamisole that
may suppress the immune
systemand and can eat
away flesh according to the
Center of Disease Control,
U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration report.
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Ecstasy is used extensively at concerts, music festivals, nightclubs
and dance clubs.  It creates a heightened perception of music and light,
as well as  an illusion of closeness to other people and increased skin
sensation.  

The most common cause of Ecstasy-related death is its interference
with the body’s ability to regulate its own temperature.  This causes
unpredictable and often medically untreatable problems, including
unstoppable bleeding, liver and kidney failure.

Ecstasy
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The Brain is a
 

terrible thing to waste

Huge in the party scene, MDMA or ‘Molly’ is used as a recreational
drug to increase your level of socializing.  The results of combining
alcohol with ecstasy can be lethal.  Deaths are most often due to dehy-
dration which leads to liver, kidney and heart failure. 
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PCP can produce violent or bizarre behavior in people who are not

normally that way.  This behavior can lead to death from drowning,

burns, falls from high places, and automobile accidents.  Use the col-

ored diagram above to see which areas of the brain PCP affects.

Regular PCP use affects: Users may show signs of:

Memory (Red area) Paranoia

Perception (Red and green areas) Fearfulness

Concentration, (Red area) Anxiety

Judgment (Red area)

During these times, some users may become aggressive while oth-

ers may withdraw and have difficulty communicating.  A temporary

mental disturbance, or a disturbance of the user’s thought processes

(a PCP psychosis), may last for days or weeks.

Long-term PCP users report:

Memory and speech difficulties, (Red and blue areas) as well as

hearing voices or sounds, which do not exist.
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‘Bath Salts’ have a chemical composition similar to a plant called
khat grown in Eastern Africa.  Their street names include: Ivory Wave,
Cloud 9, Vanilla Sky, Ocean Snow, etc. and are readily available online.
Their use is associated with bizarre, homicidal and suicidal behavior.

Bath
 Salts

Synthetic Cathoinones
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Louisians 2010:  Dickie
Sanders snorted bath salts,
then became erratic, despon-
dent and, finally, psychotic.
Terrified by hallucinations, he
cut his own throat while stand-
ing in the kitchen with his fa-
ther.  The wound was repaired
but the 21-year-old managed to
find a gun the next day and kill
himself.

Two young parents killed their young son, then drove away.  Their
fast and erratic driving attracted the police who chased them until the
father pulled over, shot his wife and then himself.  Bath salts were
found in the father’s pockets, in the car, and in the home where the
child was killed.
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Bomo Dragonfly is  so named because of the winged appearance
of its chemical structure.  Dragonfly is extremely potent, its effects can
last up to 2 or even 3 days — even a minor overdose can be disastrous.

Dragon

Fly
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Its side effects include: confusion, heart problems, hallucinations,
seizures and even death.  Many of the individuals who have suffered
from its use were first time users. 
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There’s a new drug spreading to the U.S. called Krokodil.
This is the side effects of it:
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This homemade heroin substitute is around 8-10 times more potent
than morphine.  Named Krokodil because its use can turn your skin
black, green and/or scaly—like a crocodile.

Essentially it’s corrosive acid that destroys body tissue, the way
battery acid eats through plastic, opening large sores that can go all the

way to the bone.

Krok
odil
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An esperience you’ll never forget

Meth
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0.366"

Who will date you when you look old and haggard?
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4 Years of Meth Use
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Effects of Drugs on Premature Aging

2001 2008

3 1/2 years later

2005 2008



Date Rape Drug  # 1

Rohypnol is colorless, orderless and tasteless.  Its effects can last from
2-8 hours, leaving the victim with little or no memory of what occurred.

Date Rape Drug # 2
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GHB is easily available in liquid, powder or tablet.  It takes effect within
10-15 minutes and can produce effects from euphoria to seizures.



PHAMPLET

TO EDUCATE HER

AND KEEP HER SAFE

Ketamiine takes effect within 10-15 minutes, leaving victims with mem-

ory impairment.  Some suffer great pain while urinating and must have sur-

gery to repair or even remove their bladders if heavily used.

Date Rape Drug  # 3

I GAVE HER

A DATE-RAPE DRUG ...
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u Never leave your food and drinks un-

attended. It takes less than a second for

someone to spike your beverage.

v If a hottie wants to get you a drink go

with him or her.

w Keep an eye on your drink while it is

being made.

x Don’t taste other people’s drinks.

y If you feel unwell or strange while you

are out tell venue staff or someone you

trust.

z Never leave a party alone or with

someone you don’t know and trust if you

are feeling unwell.

{ Have fun and stay safe.

Be 
Sm

art
/Be

 Sa
fe
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It’s only a matter of time before you use a ‘bad’ drug!  Whether
unnecessary prescriptions, over the counter drugs or illegal recre-
ational ones — your body is not designed for anything unnatural.

It’s not worth the risk!
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July 2013:  A 17-year-old boy took a new drug called the ‘N-Bomb’ (tech-

nically ‘25I-NBOMe’).  He became extremely sick and delusional.  He strug-

gled with family trying to stop him, then dived off a high rise balcony to his

death.

December 2012: 17-year-old Emily Bauer

smoked a substance sold as synthetic mari-

juana, commonly labeled as ‘Spice.’  Emily

had a series of strokes that left her violently

psychotic.  Days later, swelling in her brain

nearly killed her, leaving her blind and dis-

abled.
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September 2013:  A 31-
year-old man high on
PCP and marijuana
broke into a neighbor’s
home and cut the
throats of two children,
killing one of them.

New Jersey, August 2012   A 33-year-old mother decapitated her toddler

and then stabbed herself to death.  She had smoked marijuana treated with

PCP, a concoction currently street-knows as ‘Wet’ (because the joint is dipped

in liquid PCP).
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Help fund the H.U.G.S. Foundation, Inc. so we can warn

the youth of the dangers of synthetic/designer drugs.  

thehugsfoundation.org

Save our Children

Before it’s
 to late!
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